[Arterial vascular screening with whole body MR angiography].
Atherosclerosis represents a frequent health problem in developed countries. Although a systemic disease, the diagnostic approach to atherosclerosis has remained segmental. Largely, this approach has been a reflection of limitations inherent to the imaging techniques used. Recently, whole-body MR angiography has become possible allowing the display of the arterial vasculature from the supraaortic arteries to the distal run-off vessels in merely 72 seconds. The technique provides images quality comparable to catheter angiography. The advantage of this approach relates to its potential in detecting vascular pathologies in regions which would have remained unexamined with conventional diagnostic management. Thus, the outlined strategy of whole-body MR angiography mirrors the systemic nature of atherosclerosis and can be used as a noninvasive comprehensive screen for arterial disease screening.